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SUBJECT: NEW FOREIGN MINISTRY DIRECTOR GENERAL 
REF: CARACAS 8462 

1. ON SEPTEMBER 30 DR. JORGE GOMEZ MANTELLINI ASSUMED THE 
POSITION OF DIRECTOR GENERAL (THE NO. 2 OFFICIAL, EQUIVALENT TO 
VICE MINISTER) OF THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS. DR. GOMEZ. 

IN HIS MIDDLE FORTIES AND A NEWCOMER TO DIPLOMACY, HAS BEEN 
SERVING SINCE 1974 AS SECRETARY GENERAL OF GOVERNMENT OF THE 
FEDERAL DISTRICT (CARACAS). FROM 1971 TO 1974 DR. GOMEZ WAS 
DEAN OF THE FACULTY OF ECONOMICS OF THE CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF 
VENEZUELA (UCV). HE HAS TAUGHT AT UCV SINCE 1958, AND HOLDS 
THE RANK OF ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR. 

2. DR. GOMEZ HAS A LAW DEGREE FROM THE UCV AND IS ALSO A 
PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT. HE HA PUBLISHED A TEXTBOOK ENTITLED "LAW 
AND FISCAL LEGISLATION" AND A NUMBER OF ARTICLES OF A JURIDICO- 
FISCAL NATURE. HIS PRIMARY REPUTATION IS THAT OF AN ECONOMIST. 

3. GOMEZ POSSESSES AN OPEN, EASY, AND FRIENDLY PERSONALITY. HE 
HAS A SOCIABLE NATURE AND LIKES JOKES. ACCORDING TO A FOREIGN 
MINISTRY SOURCE WHO HAS KNOWN GOMEZ BEFORE, HE IS HARDWORKING 
AND CAPABLE. 
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4. GOMEZ SUCCEEDS JOHN RAPHAEL, WHO DID NOT GET ALONG WITH 
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FOREIGN MINISTER RAMON ESCOVAR SALOM AND RESIGNED IN MID AUGUST 
(REFTEL. IT IS CUSTOMARY FOR THE NO. 2 MAN IN THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY TO BE ACCEPTABLE TO THE POLITICAL PARTY IN POWER AS WELL 
AS TO THE PRESIDENT, AND THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT GOMEZ IS 
BOTH, BUT IT IS UNCLEAR WHETHER GOMEZ IS A LONGTIME MILITANT 
ADECO OR RATHER AN ACTIVE SYMPATHIZER. GOMEZ HITHERTO HAS BEEN 
UNKNOWN TO THE PUBLIC AT LARGE, AND HIS APPOINTMENT CAME AS 
SOMETHING OF A SURPRISE. ASKED BY EMBOFFS WHAT FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
CREDENTIALS GOMEZ BRINGS TO HIS NEW JOB, A SENIOR VENEZUELAN 
INTERNATIONALIST REPLIE, "NONE". TRADITIONALLY THE NO. 2 MAN 
IN THE FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS KEPT AN EYE ON THE FOREIGN MINISTER ON 
BEHALF OF THE PARTY IN POWER, BUT IT MAY WELL BE THAT GOMEZ. 

AS AN ECONOMIST, WAS BROUGHT INTO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY PRIMARILY 
TO SUPPLY SOME BADLY NEEDED EXPERTISE IN ECONOMIES. IT IS STILL 
TOO EARLY TO JUDGE WHAT GOMEZ'S PRINCIPAL ROLE WILL BE. 

5. WE WILL FURNISH FURTHER BIO DATA ON GOMEZ AS THEY BECOME 
AVAILABLE. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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